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Voluntary Medical Course, Takenoko Juku (1977-1979)

— Minamata Environmental Education History Section —
Tsuyoshi Kawajiri

Yamaguchi University, Organization of Education and Student Affairs

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to approach the practice of Takenoko Juku (1977-
1979), a voluntary medical course developed in Minamata disease-affected areas, from the
perspective of environmental education history research, and to elucidate the process of
its establishment and the characteristics of its practice.

Minamata disease, which occurred in the Shiranui Sea coastal area due to
contaminated wastewater containing methylmercury from the Chisso Minamata factory
during the period of rapid economic growth, has been considered "incurable" by modern
medicine. Takenoko Juku is an extremely unique independent medical course organized
mainly for sufferers to share the techniques for dealing with the "incurable" Minamata
disease that they had individually accumulated in their own lives and for basic medical
study, and on the other hand, for medical professionals to collaborate with sufferers to
learn about Minamata disease.

This paper traces the prehistory of the founding of Takenoko Juku, and then
examines the curriculum of Takenoko Juku, focusing on the activities of sufferer
instructors who talked and shared their own techniques for confronting Minamata disease.

Takenoko Juku was established in conjunction with the process of rehabilitating
the lives of sufferers who had suffered from the "incurable" Minamata disease, and can
be regarded as a new system for human resource development in the areas affected
by Minamata disease. Therefore, first and foremost, "learning from the sufferers’ was
placed at the core of the program, and this defined the curriculum for learning. It is also
suggested that the nature of the various practices by sufferers in dealing with their own
illnesses permeated the nature of the joint learning program called "Takenoko Juku."
Takenoko Juku developed as an environmental education practice which, mediated by the
Minamata disease, readjusted the relationship between "inner nature" and "outer nature."

Key words : Minamata disease, Takenoko Juku, history of environmental education
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