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Current Situation and Issues Surrounding Mercury Use in Japan 10 Years After
the Conclusion of the Minamata Convention on Mercury

Shigeharu Nakachi
Faculty of Social Welfare, Kumamoto Gakuen University

Abstract

This year marks the 10th anniversary since the Minamata Convention on Mercury
was adopted and signed in October 2013. In August 2017 the Minamata Convention
has been ratified by 147 countries. This report examines the progress of the Minamata
Convention and summarizes Japan's current situation and issues. In order to comply with
the Minamata Convention, Japanese goverment has made the Mercury Environmental
Pollution Prevention Act and amended the Air Pollution Control Act, resulting in a
reduction in mercury emissions into the environment. Although the Minamata Convention
bans the production of products containing mercury by 2020, mercury is still being
exported, and there are concerns about its use in small-scale gold mining. To reduce the
health and environmental risks posed by mercury, recall of mercury-containing products
is a challenge. At COP5, a ban on the production of mercury-containing fluorescent
lamps was proposed in order to prevent climate change, and consideration must be
given to reducing the environmental and health risks posed by mercury. The Eco Park
(Minamata Bay Landfill) and Hachiman waste disposal Pool need to be considered from
the perspective of contaminated sites under the Mercury Convention.

Key words : Minamata Convention on Mercury, Mercury, ASGM, Contaminated site,
Mercury Environmental Pollution Prevention Act
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