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Investigating the Borderline Food-Culture
between Huijzu and Hanzu in Xian

Kenji TOYOTA

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate “whether the difference of Food
Culture” would force the separation of human settlements into designated areas.
Accordingly, this paper attempts to verify the “Borderline Food Culture” between
Huijizu and Hanzu in Xian of China by conducting sample survey in some selected
ethnic groups.

Food means the thing which someone can eat and which someone may produce.
Consequently, Food can be defined as a part of human culture, as it is made of not
nature but of artificiality. Moreover, “Food Culture” has a power to form or divide
the human settlements into two or more recognized ethnic regions or areas.
Therefore, it is worthy enough to investigate the “Food Culture and Formation of
Human Settlements” basing on remarkable deep-rotted traditional eating and drinking
habit. In this study, we considered “Huiji-fang as Borderline”, where the Huijiao
people have settled.

What is the main factor that practically divided the human settlement into two
races? Of course, this comes down from habit of peoples’ food culture from
generation to generation. It is widely known the fact that people of Hanzu usually eat
pork and Huijizu ethnic used to eat mutton. Huijjizu and Hanzu are the two different
human settlements or races located in Xian region of china. The Xian, an oldest
cosmopolitan, was the capital of China from 7th to 10th century. During that period,
“The Silk Road” was opened on the west side of Xian. It is estimated that the people
of Huijizu ethnic are likely to settle in Xian since eight century. Today, Hujji-fang
separated from the city as an area that people do not eat pork. It is expected that our
pioneer study would pave the way towards further research works on “causes and
consequences of borderline food culture formation of human settlements from multi-

dimensional aspects”.



