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Incorrect Selection of Japanese Subordinate
Clauses by Chinese Native Speakers:
A corpus study of student compositions

Sumi SHIOIRI

The Learner Corpus, a collection of output data such as foreign students’
Japanese compositions and oral interviews, has attracted attention since the 1990s.
As Usami (2006) points out, this corpus enables reliable quantitative analysis and
also provides knowledge different from that derived from researchers’ and educators’
subjective experiences.

The data in the Learner Corpus are divided into spoken language and written
language. The Bilingual Database of Japanese Compositions and Their Translation in
Learners’ Native Language (ver.2) (National Japanese Language Research Institute,
2001) used in this paper is a leading learner corpus of Japanese written language. It
has distinctive features that make it superior to other learners’ corpora: learners’
native language translations and corrections of Japanese compositions. These
features allow us to conduct a comparative study of learners’ native language
(Chinese) and their Japanese in order to examine any interference from their native
language in their language acquisition process.

This paper aims to elucidate the tendencies of Chinese native speakers in
choosing inappropriate Japanese subordinate clauses in a corpus-based analysis. The
study analyzes 188 subordinate clause errors and suggests different results from
those of Shioiri (2002) and identifies common tendencies among native speakers of

Chinese.



