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The Border Area Culture in Retrospect
O The Case of Ancient Yellow River Basin in Chinall

Kenji TOYOTA

The main purpose of this paper is to clarify the special features of formation in
border area culture with particular focus on religious faith of ancient China where a
first unification was succeeded on the basin of the Yellow River. In ancient Chinese
society for the past two millennia, Confucianism and Taoism have begun to form
nearly at the same time during a period of constant warfare and social chaos.
Confucianism and Taoism were developed by Confucius (551-479BC) and Laotzu
(580—500BC) respectively. The boundary between Confucius and Laotzu is based
upon the followings that the former is fundamental formation of human society based
on parent and children as well as courtesy, specially funeral service (etiquette : (1),
the latter is classic or natural way of life and its power, in short “The Way” (Dao :
(0). These two famous religious doctrines were further developed and changed
during the period of Han dynasty.

Moreover, these different religions are distinct, soluble, and cross-over.
Confucianism has given the teachings for official examination on the one hand, and
Taoism has strengthened the self-relief from self-training on the other. By contrast,
food-culture between this ancient area, Yellow River Basin, and another district,
origin of ferment-brewed-liquor from corn is worthy of special mention. This brew
is developed as Huanjiu (O 00, O 0O 0) and has formed again at the other side of
Border-line as Baijiu (O O), for example (O O 0O).



