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Historical Space of European Economy
0 Remembrance of Civilization and
Typology of Economic Spacel]

Hisashi WATANABE

The subject of this paper has been induced from two questions: how do
Europeans define Europe and how meaningfully can we, the Japanese, define Europe.

There are three issues for this subject: if Europe is the concept of geographical
area or that of race, when and on which occasion did Europeans begin to call
themselves Europeans and if Europe was originally self-naming or passive naming by
others.

Although the terminology of Europe as the name of a continent was established
already in ancient Greece, it was forgotten in the West through the Middle Ages and
it called itself Christianitas (Christianity). At long last, from the latter half of the
15th century, namely in the Age of Great Voyages, the term Europe spread gradually
and until the end of the 17th century replaced Christianity. Well, self-naming,
Eurocentric idea and Euro-continental concept made up a triangular complex. In this
meaning Europe proper was born at the dawn of the Modern Age and since then it has
endeavored to legitimatize its own cultural supremacy over other worlds by
demonstration of so-called continuity from the classical Greek civilization.

The year of 1543 was a moment of the modern world history, because the epoch-
making work of Copernican heliocentric system was published and a Portuguese ship
came to Japan, which was the very first encounter of Europe and Japan. It is a matter
of utmost concern to us, therefore, to conceptualize Europe proper after the 15th
century from our own standpoint. For this purpose the typological method may
probably be useful. It is our task to grasp Europe proper, Western Europe, as a genus
of capitalistic economic systems in comparison with Japan and North America as the

other genera.



