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Community Services in Shanghai:
A Convenience Station for “Health and Social Services”

in the Public-build and Private Operate System

Ogawa, Takeo
Ma, Lizhong

The demographic transition theory in population studies takes notice of population change that the many-
births/ many-death type population structure changes to the few-births/few-death type through the many-
births/few-death type. It also connotes the convergence theory which will be able to apply to many countries
and areas following such a process of modernization. But, Japan goes into the stage so called as “second
demographic transition.” This differs from the convergence situation of demographic transition theory which
the demographer predicted. Now, Japan rushed into the few-births/many-deaths type population structure,
and goes into the decreasing population stage. Then, Japan has set forth the health and social service policy
changing from institutional care system to the system in which every older person can receive services in
community-based comprehensive care.

The countries and areas in East Asia are following the way of advancing demographic transition
politically, paying attention to economic development in Japan. Especially, the “one-child policy” has been
promoted powerfully in China. And rapid economic development is accomplishing in China. However, on
the other hand, the sense of crisis of “aging before becoming rich” is mounting quickly. In addition, parents
who have only one-child are getting old, and require the care by a child based on the ethics of filial piety, but
their child cannot support them because of many old survivors. Then, the Chinese society should provide
not only private assisted livings for rich-end people, and residential homes for the poor elderly, but also
community-based comprehensive care system in which many older persons can access to the health and
social services. We will describe a case of community-based comprehensive care system in Shanghai.

This report is written by the collaboration with Fukuoka-city, Shanghai University, Shanghai Social
Science Academy and Kumamoto Gakuen University, cooperated by the Shanghai Population and Family

Planning Commission. The site-visit was done in February 20-21, 2012.



