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The possibility of Sociology of Tourism
: Beyond J.Urry’s theory of “Gaze”

Fumihiro DOI

The phenomenon of Tourism happened in the middle of the 19™ century and it
has a big effect in our society now. Studying the characteristics of tourism itself is
one of the aims in this field. But, through that study, there is a possibility to think
about the essence of society and the characteristics of human beings because we can
see the important characteristics to create society in the people’s behaviors of tour.
Gaze is one of them. We create sacred objects in our society by gaze. Urry studied
how people’s gaze worked to make the seaside resort boom in northern England from
the second half of the 19t century to the first half of the 20™ century. But, he
discussed about the change of social situations to explain people’s gaze instead of
explaining the behavior of gaze itself. Therefore, in this paper, I try to find a way for
the social study of people’s behavior and society by the view point of “Gaze” beyond
his study. First, I introduced the history of tourism and the main trend of Sociology
of Tourism. And, I discussed Urry’s “Gaze” theory and pointed the characteristics
and the limit. After that, I proposed a possibility to develop his theory to see
people’s behavior of everyday life with ritual theory. At the end, I discussed the
effect of electronic media in this information society and the element of Emotion of

human being to put this study forward.



