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This Is a Textbook and It’s Political: Construction
of Japanese Culture and Reproduction of the Western
Idea of Japan in Japanese Language Textbooks

Aya MATSUSHIMA

There are many studies that analyze language textbooks. Some analyze the
effectiveness of classroom instruction by employing cultural elements of a given
country, and others analyze politics of gender or class representations in textbooks
However, there is little research that scrutinizes the ways in which a textbook
mirrors an external view of a particular nation. This paper attends to two Japanese
language textbooks widely used in the first two years of language programs in
American colleges, Genki and Nakama, and analyzes the ways in which the textbooks
construct a particular understanding of Japan. The paper also argues that the
representations conform to the Western Orientalist idea of Japan, which ultimately

reproduces a hegemonic relationship between Japan and the United States.



