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A Political Governance After the Great Earthquake:
The Case of 2016 Taiwan Earthquake

Yoko MUKAI

Abstract

A recent stream of earthquakes shows that the local government control is
important, but little research exists regarding local government control and the
governance in Taiwan. This paper analyses local government control and the
governance using a sample of Tainan city after the earthquake in 2016. The results
suggest that local government control is even more prevalent than previously
suggested and that a non-linear relation exists between local government control and
relative factors. Tainan city has low levels of control have lower relative performance
from the central government, and Tainan Mayor William Lai has the strong
leadership. This is consistent with three factors: the historical background, Mayor’s
personality, a mint of donation. The results in this paper suggest that when local
government control is important, the mayor has strong leadership and he shows his
performance well, increasing the donation thus, promoting the reconstruction from

the catastrophe.



