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A Study on Recent Innovative Activities
by a Community Development Organization
along the 63rd Street Corridor in the
Englewood Neighborhood Area of Chicago
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A Study on Recent Innovative Activities
by a Community Development Organization
along the 63rd Street Corridor in the
Englewood Neighborhood Area of Chicago

Nobuko NISHINA

This paper discusses recent innovative activities by Community Development
Organizations working in the Englewood community in Chicago. The initiatives
received financial and technical support from LISC Chicago. The community
movement was also familiar with such mayoral policy initiatives as the 5 Year Housing
Plan and the Green Healthy Neighborhood Plan.

The restoration and provision of houses is being carried out in a four-community
area that includes Englewood. The plan includes the drastic step of selling large
empty lots for just one dollar. In the GHN area, the overall strategy for housing is
to improve the housing area by creating green spaces in the community that are larger
than other areas and thus provide a qualitatively better housing experience. Also, in
Englewood, due to recent changes in zoning ordinances, a large lot can be sold to the
Growing Home project for one dollar in order to convert it into an urban garden that
can also be used for vocational training and employment support.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s five-year housing plan is investing more than $1.3 billion
in housing in order to supply 41,000 new homes. The restoration and supply of
houses is also planned for the Englewood community. The main housing supplier in
Englewood is St. Bernard church. The church supplied homes for first-time buyers
and developed an entire street. Englewood successfully introduced the Growing
Home project in 2011 and a Whole Foods Store in 2016.

The crime rate in Chicago itself had been consistently declining since the 1990s,
but increased dramatically in 2015. For his second-term, reelected in 2016, the
Mayor Rahm Emmanuel administration has made securing regional safety a priority
issue. Accordingly, the Emmanuel administration has promised to develop policies
that emphasizes, among other things, the training of police officers. In the 7th

Division (Englewood), Chief Officer Johnson is making efforts to work with



A A 630 LA 7Yy R EC 1) B
AIa=T 4 A ) R_N—T g ERRORBICET A% (TR — 73—

Teamwork Englewood to strengthen the relationship between the police, churches,
regional organizations, and local residents. As part of this effort, six youth baseball
teams have been created, each team led by a police officer.

Also in 2013, a cafe managed by a nonprofit organizations was established as a
place for people to gather in Englewood. It has been effectively following the
mayor’s plan and has been collaborating with other non-profit organizations to
improve community area.

Taken as a whole, these initiatives have had significant impact on the quality of

life of the residents of these areas, as this study will show.



