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Custody in Far East countries, comparing
Japan with Korea and Taiwan—from
the research in these three countries.

Hiromi YAMANISHI

The purpose of this report is to clarify the relationship between the international
standards of joint custody and law philosophy with the type of Welfare States.

Both Japans, Taiwan and Korea generally adopted East Asia Model type of
Welfare States, so called “familialism”.  Through questionnaire survey and
interviewing divorced parents, this report proves that Taiwan and Korea have
implemented the joint-custody for more than 20 years, but the divorced parents are
still struggling for the gender issues derived from the social structure of the family
oriented welfare system.

Japan still maintains the alone-custody in civil law, however, the national
enlightening activities (effected by “best interests of the child”) caused the divorced
mothers have to raise their children alone without any financial support from their ex-
husbands, and must accept their ex-husbands’ visiting and contacting with the
children. That causes lone-mother much mental agony and also causes their children

very high poverty rate in Japan.



