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How to Establish the Constitutional System
of the Abdication of the Emperor? :
From the Perspectives
of the Comparative Constitutional Studies.

Junta OKADA

This article analyzes the legal meanings of the recent abdication of the Japanese
Emperor and the difficulties of establishing those systems from the perspectives of
comparative constitutional studies. First, describing the situations and systems of
abdications of the present-day monarchial countries and the history of the abdication
of the Japanese Emperors, we would consider the reason why the Meiji Constitution
did not have the provisions of the abdication of the Emperor, and the way to establish
the provisions of that issue today from the viewpoint of the legal structure. Second,
we would study various legal systems or conditions of the abdication in the monarchial
countries-dictator regime or constitutional one, present and the past etc. Then this
article might show the picture of the constitutionally proper systems of the abdication
of the Emperor in Japan. “Imperial System without the Emperor” should be the

starting point of the constitutional discussions over that issue.



