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Changes Before and After the Pandemic Seen
in UNESCO World Heritage Committee

Takeshi ICHIHARA
Summary

The spread of the new coronavirus, which began in earnest in 2020, not only had
a major impact on society in terms of the number of patients in Japan, but also had a
serious impact on international exchange. This paper examines the cultural impact
of the outbreak on the international community by comparing the situation before and
after the international conference, which was suspended due to the pandemic
outbreak, through the World Heritage Committee of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Although the impact of infectious
diseases on the deliberations of the World Heritage Committee itself could not be
confirmed, the number and content of international symposiums held in conjunction
with the World Heritage Committee meetings changed. In particular, the 46th
session of the Committee saw no symposiums on overtourism, which had been held
prior to the outbreak of the disease, confirming the need to rebuild solidarity among

international organizations to resolve the global problem.



