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Slag stones in Sweden, World Heritage sites of
Slag stone construction

Takeshi ICHIHARA

Summary

Slag stones are a recycled material made by casting metallurgical slag, which is
mainly generated during metal smelting. Since production began in Europe in the 16th
century, various types of slag stones were produced at steel mills and copper smelters
around the world until the advent of slag with high lime content made from coke.
Production continued using copper and iron slag until the 1950s. This study provides an
overview of the history of Slag stones, and describes the Slag stones in the Grangardet
area and the bruk (mining settlement) of the Engelsberg Ironworks, a World Heritage
Site, from among the various cast slag brick buildings at the Bergslagen Ecomuseum
in southern Sweden, a representative Slag stones building.By comparing this with Slag
stone buildings in Japan, the study hopes to contribute to consideration of methods for

preserving cast slag brick facilities, which are currently a problem in some areas.






